THE FOUR GEORGES
Charles XII of Sweden in 1718 much reliance was placed
upon Swedish help.1 When this was realized to be vain,
Spain took the place of Sweden, and although England
did not stir, a handful of Spanish soldiers were in 1719
landed on the west coast of Scotland. They were joined
by a few Highlanders, and opposed by some Government
troops, mostly Dutch: after a skirmish, the Spaniards
were compelled to surrender, and the Nineteen came to
an end,2 The birth of Charles Edward in 1720 greatly
encouraged the Jacobites, while the bursting of the South
Sea Bubble was a serious blow to the regime. The country
gentry had always regarded with the greatest suspicion
the connection between the Whigs and the City, and
while Anne was still on the throne the following song had
been very popular with the supporters of James:
Let the Whigs that love trade, the South Seas invade,
And there we will give 'em debentures
For the money they've lent, till the whole sum be spent,
And a sponge wipe out all their adventures.
They shall have for director their German Elector,
Who certainly will not play booty;3
He's too much in the stock the project to shock,
Good Princess Sophia, adieu t'ye.
The fact that London was chosen as the scene of
Jacobite operations on this occasion tells its own tale,
and the South Sea Bubble had ruined many who were
consequently ready for any desperate stroke. The ring-
leader was a barrister of the Middle Temple, Christopher
1  cf. Mr. Francis Steuart's article in the Scottish Historical Review, Vol. XXIII,
No. 90.
2  cf. Dickson, W. K-: 'The Jacobite Attempt 0/1719, passim.
8 i.e. cheating play, where the player purposely avoids winning.   According
to the Oxford Dictionary the phrase is traceable to Awdelay's The Fraternitye
1561.
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